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SUBJECT: EUROPEAN PROGRAM GROUP 
REF: A) ROME 19278; B) ROME 19282 

1 . UK EMBASSY HAS PROVIDED US WITH DEBRIEF ON NOVEMBER 22- 
23 EPG MEETING IN ROME. 

2. UK'S GENERAL APPROACH TO MEETING WAS THAT EPG HAD 
REACHED A CRITICAL POINT IN ITS DEVELOPMENT, WITH PROJECT 
GROUPS ESTABLISHED AND WITH EXPECTATIONS AROUSED; AND THAT 
TASK AHEAD WAS TO ENSURE THAT OBJECTIVES OF EPG WOULD BE 
FULFILLED. THESE OBJECTIVES, ACCORDING TO UK, ARE TO 
PROMOTE SUCCESSFUL EUROPEAN COOPERATION IN ARMAMENTS, AND 
TO BUILD A SOUND DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL BASE IN EUROPE; AND, 

IN NATO CONTEXT, TO PROMOTE STANDARDIZATION OF EQUIPMENT 
AND A MORE RATIONAL USE OF DEVELOPMENT AND PROCUREMENT 
RESOURCES SO AS TO STRENGTHEN ALLIED CAPABILITY TO MAINTAIN 
ADEQUATE MILITARY BALANCE. IN BRITISH VIEW, WAY TO ACHIEVE 
THESE OBJECTIVES IS BY SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF 
COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS ORIGINATING IN THE EPG, AND BY 
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3. UK TOLD US THAT WHILE ROME MEETING ON THE SURFACE CON- 
TRIBUTED NOTHING TO THESE OBJECTIVES, POLITICAL WILL TO 
MAKE SUCCESS OF THE EPG REMAINED STRONG. GREAT MAJORITY 
OF MEMBERS AT ROME MEETING PREFERRED A PRACTICAL TO A 
THEORETICAL APPROACH AND DECLINED TO GIVE S:RIOU" CON- 
SIDERATION TO A DOCUMENT SETTING OUT GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
OF EUROPEAN COOPERATION. (WE HAVE NO FURTHER DETAILS ON 
THIS DOCUMENT, INCLUDING WHO ORIGINATED IT.) SEVERAL 
DELEGATIONS AGREED WITH UK THAT EPG PROJECT GROUPS WOULD 
NEED TO WORK IN PURPOSEFUL MANNER AND PRODUCE SPECIFIC 
RESULTS ACCORDING TO A SET TIMETABLE. 

4. MOST TIME-CONSUMING ITEM AT MEETING WAS INTERNAL 
AGREED MINUTE (REF A). FRENCH HAD EARLIER GIVEN UK 
PRIVATE CLEARANCE TO A PUBLIC COMMUNIQUE THAT WOULD 
SIGNAL A FORTHCOMING EUROPEAN REACTION TO RECENT US CON- 
GRESSIONAL LEGISLATION FACILITATING WAIVER OF BUY 
AMERICAN PROVISIONS. IN ROME, FRENCH HAD TO BACKTRACK 
ON COMMUNIQUE BECAUSE OF BYE-ELECTION SITUATION IN 
FRANCE, AND FOUND THEMSELVES ISOLATED. FRENCH, HOWEVER, 
AGREED TO A MORE SPECIFIC DECISION THAN BEFORE ON RESPON- 
SIBILITY OF EPG CHAIRMAN TO INFORM IN DETAIL US, CANADA, 

AND SYG LUNS ON EPG PROCEEDINGS, AND TO INFORM NATO 
CNADS. FRANCE ALSO ACQUIESCED IN A MANDATE TO EPG 
ARMAMENTS DIRECTORS TO MEET IN MARCH TO STUDY BEST WAYS 
TO DEVELOP A TRANSATLANTIC DIALOGUE ON DEFENSE PROCURE- 
MENT ISSUES AND TO FORMULATE SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS TO BE 
PUT TO STATE SECRETARIES. FRANCE ALSO AGREED, AFTER 
DIFFICULT DISCUSSION, TO REFERENCE IN AGREED MINUTE TO 
RECENT US LEGISLATION, AND TO EPG'S GOAL OF CREATING A 
MORE SUCCESSFUL AND COMPETITIVE EUROPEAN ARMAMENTS 
INDUSTRY CONSISTENT WITH THE WIDER INTERESTS OF THE 
NORTH ATLANTIC ALLIANCE AS A WHOLE. SUBSEQUENTLY, THERE 
WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT BY OTHERS NOT TO PRESS FRENCH 
FURTHER ON MATTER OF PUBLIC COMMUNIQUE, AND AGREEMENT 
THAT EACH PARTICIPANT WOULD DRAW ON INTERNAL AGREED 
MINUTE AS IT SAW FIT WITH ITS PARLIAMENT AND PRESS. 
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